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Finland – Italy – Spain 

Three countries
Finland

Italy

Spain

Four Networks
European Pathway in Finland

Ikaslan Gipuzkoa in Spain

Ente Nazionale Canossiano & 
Scuola Centrale Formazione in 
Italy

74 VET Schools
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The Team

 European Pathway  Ikaslan Gipuzkoa  ENAC – Ente
Nazionale Canossiano

 Scuola Centrale

Formazione
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Open Badges

✓ The Open Badges are based on the Mozilla Foundation's open 
standard. 

✓ Open Badges is not a specific product or platform, but a type 
of digital badge that is verifiable, portable, and packed with 
information about skills and achievements

✓ Open Badge is a digital picture, which contains metadata that 
informs who has issued the badge to whom and on what basis.

✓ Open Badges are a digital way to show one’s expertise regardless of 
time and place. 

✓ At the same time, digital competence labels support the student's 
competence building and self-orientation.
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Open Badges
 open and free: open badges are developed with the help of free software 

and an open technical standard which can be used by anyone to create, 
issue and verify open digital badges;

 transferable: open badges can be collected from multiple sources, online 
and offline, into a single repository in order to display hard and soft skills and 
achievements on Learning Management Systems, social or professional 
networking platforms, digital portfolios, résumés, personal websites etc.;

 stackable: whether they are issued by one organization or many, open 
badges can build upon each other and be stacked to represent the full 
story of an individual’s skills and achievements;

 evidence-based: each open badge contains important metadata, which is 
hard-coded into the badge image file itself that links back to the issuer, 
criteria and verifying evidence.
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Digital Open badges in education
➢ Open Badges enable individual advancement on learner's study paths and knowledge base.

✓ In order to develop the learner's interest and commitment, learning material and learning environments should be 
readily available to learners in an inspiring form.

✓ At best, the learner's self-directedness can be increased by using digital tools and using intrinsic elements as 
inspiration for knowledge accumulation. 

✓ At the same time, it is possible to identify formal, informal and non-formal skills.

➢ Knowledge is made visible on the learner's individual study paths.

➢ Open Badges allow one to identify and recognize different skills and make one’s skills visible.

➢ Open Badges are easy to associate with a professional portfolio, allowing them to slip into the 

learner's CV, to make them digitally shareable.
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Benefits of Open badges
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Open badge application process

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which 
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.

CC Pete Stockley



Creating Open badges
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Stage 1: 

Design system

Badge topics and number

Levels and prerequisites

Workflow

Required resources

Stage 2: 

Design badges

Criteria

Description, 

expiration, etc.

Image

Learning resources

Choose platform(s)

Stage 3: 

Publish

Free vs. paid

In-house vs. 

3rd party

Integrations



Examples of Open badges and their
storage

 Example of Open Badge from CORE project: 

https://openbadgefactory.com/c/earnablebadge/Q3RZB9aB1Ea4
O/apply

 How to store Open Badges in Europass: 

https://europa.eu/europass/eportfolio/screen/my-library?lang=en

 Example of OBF Passport:

https://openbadgepassport.com/app/profile/71646

 The badge – framework platform:

https://omnia1.padlet.org/veeralahtiolsen1/badges
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ToVET - Open Badges structure
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Open Badges structure 1/3
Prerequisite badges; to be done first

1. META: PERSONAL AND SOCIAL WELLBEING

 Personal and social wellbeing

 Learning to learn

2. To be done before Digital and Multilingual badges

 Cultural awareness and expression

 Literacy, information search and media critisism

Partial badges

A. Working life skills

B. Sustainability
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Open Badges structure 2/3
META: MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

 Technology and Science

 Mathematics

META: CITIZENSHIP

 Understanding social, economic, legal and political concepts and structures

 Global development

 Partial badges A + B

META: DIGITAL

 Digital citizenship

 Online safety and wellbeing

 Partial badge A
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Open Badges structure 3/3
META: MULTILINGUAL

 Mothertongue

 Foreign language

META: ENTREPRENEURSHIP

 Planning and managing a project together with others

 Taking ideas and opportunities into action

 Partial badge B
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Open Badges description
1. Name of the badge

2. Description text

3. Learning goals

4. Required evidence

5. Link to possible learning material

6. Badge checker/issuer

7. Badge icon (image) 

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which 
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.
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